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GANA-A’YOO  FOUNDATION  

     Gana-A’Yoo Selects Student of the Year 

 
 

Date to Remember: Gana-A’Yoo Foundation Annual Membership Meeting, Friday 9/9/16 at 12pm 

      Koyukuk College Graduates 
The family and friends of five (5) college graduates gath-
ered to celebrate the accomplishments of Raymond Kan-
gas (Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering), 
Shelly DeWilde (Bachelor of Arts in Justice), Rachel 
DeWilde (Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences), Ad-
am Paskvan (Bachelor of Science in Chemistry & Bio-
chemistry, magna cum laude), and Jason Paskvan 
(Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering). All five 
are Koyukuk Descendants! Family and friends gathered at 
the Elks Lodge in Fairbanks on May 7th, 2016 to share 
laughs, play games, view slideshows, listen to graduate 
speeches, dance, and eat traditional foods. The event was 
hosted by the graduates’ parents: Gary and Irene Kangas, 
Lee and Lily DeWilde, and Steve and Susan Paskvan. 
The Gana-A’Yoo Foundation is proud to sponsor the next 
generation and encourages them to be successful. Congrat-
ulations to all 2016 graduates! 

Motivated Student  
The Gana-A’Yoo Foundation Board of 
Directors selected Cory Miller as the 
Student of the Year. Cory spoke at the 
Annual Meeting in Nulato on June 3, 
2016. Cory is the son of Richard and 
Veronica Miller, and grandson of share-
holders Alexander Solomon Jr. and the 
late Irene Solomon. Corey currently at-
tends the University of Alaska Anchor-
age majoring in Automotive Technolo-
gy. Cory shared some advice for stu-
dents preparing for college. 
 

What is the best advice you can pro-
vide students preparing for college? 
Don't give up no matter how hard it 
seems. It's supposed to be challenging 
and it's also very rewarding in the end.  
What helps you to be successful? 
Staying busy mostly, I've been working 
and going to school full-time 
so I'm always on the go and it helps me 
to stay on task.  
 

What keeps you goal oriented? 
Mainly just focusing on the future 
and thinking about all the things I 
want to do with my life and work-
ing towards them.  
Is there any advice you re-
ceived, that you would like to 
share?  
Anyone can accomplish their 
goals, you just have to want it.  
Congratulations to Cory and 
good luck with your future en-
deavors! 

 

Charity Walk Fundraiser
Benefitting the Foundation 
The Gana-A’Yoo Foundation participated in the 
2016 Alaska Visitor Industry Charity Walk on Fri-
day, May 13th in downtown Anchorage and Fair-
banks. The Foundation has been involved with the 
annual Charity Walk Fundraiser to benefit the 
Foundation’s scholarship program since 2012. The 
walk in Anchorage was a great success and we’d 
like to recognize the following participants and 
contributors: Kaylee Cruise, Ashton Ekada, Efrem 
Field, Aaliyah Hildebrand, Ida Hildebrand, Natalie 
Hildebrand, Betty Huntington, Janelle Huntington, 
Jennine Jordan, Jayce Jordan, Ashley King, Grant 
Kinney, Maudrey Kriska, Gene Ozenna, Natasha 
Parker, Chris Peterson, Eileen Pitka, Mariah Pitka-
Jenkins, Tatum Pitka-Jenkins, Keagan Pitka-
Semaken, Tucker Pitka-Semaken, Mason Pitka-
Semaken, Mia Pitka-Semaken, Georgia Robeson, 
Colin Skolnick, Alyssa Sommer, Crystal Sommer,  
Larissa Sommer, Leann Sommer, Joyelyn Sommer, 
Julie Settle, Cherie Sullivan, Drake Thurmond, Ra-
chel Thurmond, Blonca Tugatuk, Kaydence Tu-
gatuk, and Aaron Wells. It is because of your gen-
erosity that we are able to have a successful pro-
gram and award scholarships for this school year! 

Pictured from left to right: Rachel DeWilde, Raymond Kangas, Jason Pas-
kvan, Shelly DeWilde, and Adam Paskvan. Photo courtesy of Susan Paskvan. 

Kimberly Bower and Cory Miller at 
the Annual Meeting 
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GANA-A’YOO CONDOLENCES 

 

 
 
 
 

Condolences Our most sincere condolences to the 
family & friends of: 
 

Hazel Strassburg, 89 is survived by her chil-
dren Jo-Ann Grimaldi, Wayne Strassburg and 
Sharlene Strassburg; siblings, Dick Evans, Johnny 
Evans, and Emmett Evans; and grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Harvey Strassburg; par-
ents, Charles and Elizabeth Evans; and siblings, 
Alan Evans, Cora Flynn, and Miranda Beasley. 
Hazel was a shareholder with Galena class stock. 
 
 

Mary (Minnie) Cecelia Robertson, 90 is sur-
vived by her children Mary Mathias Seward, Ruth 
Sanders, Sharon Nall, Carmen Eckert Olund, 
Marlys Powers, Bethlea Holms, Gloria 
Gretzinger, and Robert Robertson Jr.; and her 
sisters, Margaret Patrick, Marion Baker Owens, 
and Margaret Agnes. She was preceded in death 
by her father, George Nollner; mother, Matilda 
Jimmie; siblings, Rita Monahan, Jenny Silas, Ralph Perdue, Leo 
Kriska, Austin Esmailka, Gilford Monroe, Hughey Kriska, and 
Chris Kriska. Minnie was a shareholder with Nulato class stock. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Earl Jerry Dutchman, 41 is survived by his 
mom, Christine Dutchman; brother, Aaron 
Dutchman; and daughters, Dakota and Raeanne. 
He was preceded in death by his dad, Robert 
Dutchman; wife, Lavina Dutchman; and brothers, 
Franklyn and Matthew Dutchman. Earl was a 
shareholder with Kaltag class stock. 
 

Aubrey Wade Beasley Jr., 33 is survived by 
his mother, Donna Stickman-Garman; father, Au-
brey “Tex” Beasley Sr.; brothers, Benjamin Gar-
man, Chris Collins, Jim, Frank, and Aubrey 
Beasley III; sisters, Audrey Smith, Carol Field, 
Ruth, Eliza, Miranda, and Esther Beasley. He was 
preceded in death by his brother Charles Beasley. 
Aubrey was a shareholder with Galena class 
stock.  
 

Thomas Henry, 65 is survived by his sisters 
Linda Little and Madeline Krol and several niec-
es and nephews. He was preceded in death by his 
parents Lilly Henry and Johnson Henry; broth-
ers, Andrew Henry and Matthew Henry; and sis-
ters, Lillian Goodwin and Dorothy Henry. 
Thomas was a shareholder with Galena class 
stock. 
 
 
 
 


